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Sands of LIFE
project

* Restore and rejuvenate sand
dunes across Wales

» Favourable conservation
status for protected, rare and
threatened sand dune
habitats (5) and species (3)

* On 4 Special Areas of
Conservation across Wales

* By re-mobilising the dunes &
restoring natural ecological/

geomorphological processes :umﬁm_ £ /}
me = “M
* To bring 2,400ha into Z AT L Anye e J /,(
o ¥r Morfa Harlech and Morfa Dyffryn - 5
favourable condition (62% of | * camartenBay dunes =y

¢ Kenfi —_— i omeiers A
W I h d g ___.p.d—-..—'"—“_"’“_h_’-—v—r & Hawifmaint a hawlaw cron b ddata’r Goron 2096
e S u neS Ahif Traydded yr Arolwg Ordnans 100013744
Wales i
& Crown Copynight e-mght 206,
Dednancs Serve D0GTETE

[ |England




Sands of LIFE project sites
Conservation
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Y Twyni o Abermenai i
Aberffraw / Abermenai
to Aberffraw Dunes

Morfa Harlech a Morfa
Dyffryn

Carmarthen Bay
Dunes / Twyni Bae
Caerfyrddin

Kenfig / Cynffig

Tywyn Aberffraw 337 ha
Newborough 1289 ha (633 ha open dune)
Morfa Dinlle 245 ha
Morfa Harlech 578 ha
Morfa Dyffryn 484 ha
Laugharne - Pendine Burrows 796 ha
Pembrey Coast 288 ha
Whiteford Burrows 122 ha
Kenfig 716 ha
Merthyr Mawr 474 ha
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H2110 Embryonic shifting dunes
UK Condition: Unfavourable

e S e e L A e e e R




H2120 Shifting dunes with marram
UK condition: Unfavourable




H2190 Humid dune slacks
‘H2170 Dunes with Salix arenaria
I§ condition: Unfavourable













S1441
Shore dock
Rumex
rupestris

UK condition:
Unfavourable







S1903 Fen
orchid
Liparis
loeselii

UK condition:
Unfavourable
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Loss of bare sand
between 1940s and
2009 = 87%

Lack of dynamic
conditions = Lack of
bare sand and
pioneer conditions
and reduced
biodiversity












Merthyr Mawr







" Morfa Dyffryn

X

g a*: R




Causes of unfavourable condition —
Declining....
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Invasive Alien Species statistics

(including conifer removal and brash removal)

Budget: €782,000 (of this, €151,000 for conifers and brash)
Target hectarage: 81ha (of this, 31ha for conifers and brash)
Budget per ha: €9,600

Overall SoLIFE conservation budget: €1,992,000
Percentage of works which are IAS: 40%

Hectarage so far: 82ha
Cost so far: €427,000
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Invasive Alien Species —
most problematic species
on SACs in Wales



Sea Buckthorn — Hipp
rhamnoides




Sea Buckthorn — Hippophae rhamnoides

Mature lmpenetrable beds extendlng over hectares
Pembrey Burrows . . \
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Laugharne-Pendine Burrows
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SoLIFE Proposed Conifer Felling Plan: Whiteford Burrows

Legend
m Proposed_Conifer_Thinning_Area

.. s R e |:| Proposed_Conifer_Felling_Area

_b
L

°£ i

m ey AATERA IBH

Prosiect Twyni Byw - Sands of LIFE Project
(LIFE 17 NAT/UK/000023)

Mae'r prosiect wedi derbyn cyllid gan y rhaglen
Cymuned Ewropeaidd LIFE ac yn rhannol gan
Lywodraeth Cymru.

The project has recieved funding from the LIFE]
Programme of the European Union and part
funded by Welsh Government.

8 Hawlfaint a hawlisu cronfs ddata’r Goron 2020,
Rhi § Trayd died - Archwg Cednans 1000197 41.

& Crown Copyright and datsbase right 2020.
Ordnanoe Surey licence number 1006015741,
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Invasive Alien Species —
less problematic
species (for now)
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‘Aquilegia Newborough
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Native species acting
like Invasive Alien
Species



Clemetis
vitalba

Morfa
Harlech

Increasing
problem —
serious
threat
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Hotspots are built up areas, roadsides, and mobile"**

dunes (where carried by sea)

|IAS disproportionately affect open sand habitats
Establishment of plantations have brought many

|IAS in addition to the conifers themselves

Confer felling creates large, sudden IAS issue due to
disturbance, light, eutrophication effects

Cause of increase elsewhere is less unclear (N
pollution/ climate change)

IAS are worse where there is insufficient dune
management generally e.g. grazing

Smaller sites/undesignated site are in worse condition
The more you look the more you find
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